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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A load bearing arrangement for use with a work 
machine of the type having a platform, comprising: 

at least one member structured and arranged for coupling to the platform and 
having a longitudinal axis; and 

at least one reinforcing structure attached to said member at at least one 
identified failure-prone location, said reinforcing structure having more than one attachment 
orientation option, relative to said longitudinal axis, to said member having at l e ast on e of a 
s e l e ct e d size and a sel e ct e d attachm e nt location so as to minimize a weight of the lead 
bearing member. 

2. (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
* said member comprises: 

at least one top plate; 

at least one bottom plate; and 

at least one pair of spaced apart side plates each attached to said top plate and 
said bottom plate. 

3. (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 2 wherein 
one said reinforcing structure is attached to one said side plate; and 

another said reinforcing structure is attached to the other said side plate. 

4. (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 2 

wherein: 

each said side plate has an inner surface; and 
at least one said reinforcing structure is attached to at least one said inner surface. 



5. 



(currently amended) A load bearing arrangement for use with a work 



machine of the type having a platform, comprising: 

at least one member having at least one top plate and at least one bottom plate 
and structured and arranged for coupling to the platform and having a longitudinal axis; and 

at least one reinforcing structure attached to said member at at least one 
identified failure-prone location and oriented at an angle 3 from said longitudinal axis? , said 
reinforcing structure comprising: 



wherein said reinforcing structure is coupled to said member substantially between said top 
plate and said bottom plate. 



a base portions and 

a rib portion extending from said base portionr ; 



6. 



(previously amended) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in 



claim 1 wherein: 



said reinforcing structures is oriented at an angle (3 from said longitudinal axis; 



and 



p is between zero degrees and ninety degrees. 



7. 



(original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 wherein 



said reinforcement structure is laser welded to said member. 



8. (canceled) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said reinforcement structure is substantially flat. 



9. (canceled) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said reinforcement structure is substantially cylindrical. 



10. (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said member is pivotally coupled to a second member. 
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1 1 . (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 further 
comprising an attachment pivotally coupled to said member. 

12. (original) The load bearing arrangement as set forth in claim 1 1 
wherein said attachment comprises a bucket. 

13. (currently amended) A load bearing apparatus, comprising: 
a work machine having a platform; 

at first member, having a longitudinal axis, coupled to said platform; 
a first movement means for moving said first member relative to said 

platform; 

a second member, having a longitudinal axis, pivotally coupled to said first 

member; 

a second movement means for moving said second member relative to said 
first member; and 

at least one reinforcing structure attach e d having more than one attachment 
orientation option, relative to a respective longitudinal axis, for attachment to at least one of 
said first member or said second member said r e inforcing structure having at l e ast on e of a 
s e l e ct e d siz e and a select e d attachm e nt location so as to minimize a weight of the lead 
bearing member. 

14. (original) The load bearing apparatus as set forth in claim 13 wherein 
said first and said second movement means comprises hydraulic cylinders. 

15. (original) The load bearing apparatus as set forth in claim 13 further 
comprising an attachment attached adjacent an end of said second member. 

16. (original) The load bearing apparatus as set forth in claim 13 wherein 
said attachment comprises a bucket. 



17. (original) The load bearing apparatus as set forth in claim 13 wherein 
at least one of said reinforcing structures are attached to at least one of said first or said 
second members at at least one identified failure-prone location. 



18. (withdrawn) 

19. (withdrawn) 

20. (withdrawn) 



